
Residents' Guide to Responding to the Central Bedfordshire Call for Sites 

Consultation 
A practical guide for Toddington residents preparing evidence-based consultation responses. 

What does "Sustainable" mean? 
Sustainable development means meeting current housing and economic needs in locations with 

appropriate infrastructure, services and transport, while protecting the natural, built and historic 

environment so future generations are not disadvantaged. 

Five Questions to Ask About Every Site 

• Is it accessible by walking, cycling and public transport? Consider whether people could 

realistically travel without relying on the car. 

• Can roads, schools, healthcare and utilities support growth? Look for existing congestion or 

pressure on local services. 

• Would it harm the Green Belt, countryside, biodiversity or landscape? Consider the effect on the 

village setting and valued habitats. 

• Could it increase flood risk? Think about local flooding history, drainage and loss of permeable 

land. 

• Would it reduce separation between settlements? Consider whether development would 

contribute to settlement coalescence or erode Toddington's identity. 

Planning Considerations 
Infrastructure: Comment on traffic, road safety, school places, GP and dental capacity, and whether 

existing infrastructure can support further development. 

Utilities: Refer to water, drainage and sewerage where relevant. Toddington's sewerage 

infrastructure is widely recognised as operating at capacity, so any proposal should demonstrate that 

adequate wastewater capacity can be provided without adverse impacts. 

Environment: Consider flood risk, biodiversity, protected habitats, ancient woodland, the Green Belt 

and landscape character. 

Accessibility: Assess walking and cycling links, public transport and access to shops, schools and 

employment. 

Evidence: Base comments on local knowledge and observable facts wherever possible, avoiding 

speculation or unsupported assertions. 

Simple Response Template 
Site ID: 

Position: 

Planning reasons: 

Conclusion: 


